
   

  

News Release 

 
COMPELLENT UNITES SAN WITH NAS TO EXPAND REACH OF ENTERPRISE STORAGE 

Company Partners with Microsoft to Deliver Compellent Storage Center SAN with NAS to Lower 
Storage Costs, Simplify Management at the File Level 

 
EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn., July 16, 2007 – Compellent is adding file server consolidation 
capabilities to its storage area network with a new network-attached storage system introduced 
today.  
 
The new Compellent Storage Center SAN version 3.6 with NAS now supports both block- and 
file-level storage access to simplify management, and reduce overall storage cost and 
complexity. Storage Center with NAS enables growing and large organizations with file serving 
needs to attain Compellent’s enterprise-wide storage management benefits, including rapid 
recovery, continuous snapshots, automated tiered storage, thin provisioning and remote 
replication. Deployment is simplified by booting the diskless NAS system from the SAN using 
Compellent-provided setup tools.    
 
Compellent collaborated with Microsoft to marry the file sharing features of Windows® Storage 
Server 2003 R2 with Compellent’s dynamic block architecture to deliver a unified, highly 
scalable platform for storage consolidation. With file de-duplication, Storage Center with NAS 
stores only one copy of a file even though several copies of the same file might exist, such as 
an e-mail attachment, which can save more than 35 percent in disk space and further reduce 
storage management costs. From the NAS Compellent also enables administrators to manage 
SAN volumes and multiple Fibre Channel or iSCSI connections to the Compellent SAN to 
enhance system management and availability. 
 
―Microsoft’s Windows Storage Server 2003 R2 platform is designed to enable end-to-end 
enterprise storage solutions that are easy to deploy, reduce storage complexity and scale to 
meet the needs of any organization,‖ said Bala Kasiviswanathan, director of storage solutions 
marketing at Microsoft. ―Our partnership with Compellent and the seamless integration with the 
Storage Center SAN delivers the ease of use that small enterprises demand, as well as the 
enterprise-class availability and performance that larger organizations require.― 

As with other product offerings, Compellent Copilot services will serve as a single contact point 
for worldwide support of Storage Center with NAS systems. 

Storage Consolidation to Reduce Costs and Complexity 
Data393, a managed hosting and IT infrastructure provider, recognizes the benefits of pairing 
Windows-based NAS with the block-level intelligence of the Compellent SAN. The Englewood, 
Colo.-based firm provides services for its growing community of corporate clients, such as 
Photobucket, the photo-sharing Web site, and Auto Revo, the vehicle marketing firm. 
 
―Compellent’s ability to automatically move inactive data to lower-tier storage results in 
significant storage and administrative savings, which exceeded any other platform we 
evaluated—including traditional unified SAN and NAS vendors," said Steve Merkel, chief 
information officer at Data393. ―We believe Storage Center with NAS can potentially lower our 



costs even further while providing the flexibility to scale our offerings to match the growing 
needs of our customers." 
 
Compellent’s hallmark scalability and technology independence provides investment protection 
and flexibility. Customers can purchase the SAN together with the NAS to support file-level disk 
capacity, or delay the NAS system purchase until file-level management is required. The 
diskless NAS server boots from the virtualized Storage Center storage system, containing either 
Fibre Channel or SATA hard drives, to further simplify management and reduce storage 
acquisition costs.   

"Compellent is committed to teaming with industry partners such as Microsoft to reduce storage 
costs and make administration as simple as possible," said Bruce Kornfeld, Compellent vice 
president of marketing. "The unified Compellent SAN with NAS provides customers with the 
flexibility to manage and recover both block and file-level data from a single centralized storage 
platform." 

Industry-leading Automated Tiered Storage with File Level Management 

Storage Center with NAS is the industry’s only platform to extend block-level automated tiered 
storage to file management. With Compellent Data Progression, data is automatically classified 
and moved to the appropriate tier of storage based on frequency of access. Frequently 
accessed data is retained on high-performance storage drives and infrequently accessed data is 
stored on lower-cost storage devices, which can significantly reduce disk expenditures.   

Additional Compellent Storage Center with NAS features include: 

 Storage Center SAN version 3.6 with options for 4 Gb-Fibre Channel controllers and 750 
GB SATA hard drives 

 Single Instance Storage (SIS) through Windows Storage Server 2003 R2 to 
automatically provide data de-duplication at the file level, saving disk space and 
reducing management costs 

 Compellent NAS boot-from-SAN setup DVD to speed deployment 

 Storage virtualization to speed performance and allow file-level provisioning from a 
single, shared pool 

 Integrated snapshots and remote replication to help ensure continuous availability and 
speed disaster recovery  

 1U NAS platform can be clustered up to eight nodes to deliver high availability.  

 NAS hardware: single dual-core 2.4 GHz processor, 4 GB memory, dual Gigabit 
Ethernet ports, dual-port 4 Gb-FC or dual-port iSCSI connection, redundant power and 
cooling, and diskless storage (booted from Compellent SAN) 

 NAS software: Windows Storage Server 2003 R2 Enterprise Edition operating system; 
integrated Multipath I/O (MPIO) for FC or iSCSI failover and Virtual Disk Service (VDS) 
for volume management; CIFS, NFS, HTTP, and HTTPS protocols 

 As a Microsoft Certified Gold Partner, Compellent complies with the Designed for 
Windows program  

The new Storage Center version 3.6 with NAS is immediately available through Compellent’s 
international network of solution providers. Prices start at about $35,950 with a diskless NAS 
platform running Windows Storage Server 2003 R2, Fibre Channel connection and 4 TB of 
storage capacity, excluding hardware or software maintenance. Adding a Compellent NAS 



platform to an existing Storage Center SAN starts at $9,995. Compellent NAS platforms with 
iSCSI will be available in early August. 

For additional product information on Storage Center with NAS visit www.compellent.com/nas, 
and for photography visit www.compellent.com/photos. 
 
About Compellent 
Compellent delivers affordable, modular storage solutions exclusively through business partners 
that provide companies of all sizes enterprise storage capabilities without big system costs or 
complexities. For more information, visit www.compellent.com. 
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